
Greater Hill District 
Cultural Legacy & Historic Preservation

Community Action Team
Dec 13, 2021 
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5:30 – 5:40: Recap 
5:40 – 6:30: Cultural Legacy
>Discussion/Q&A

6:35 – 7:00: Historic Preservation
>Discussion/Q&A

Overview for Tonight
Meeting Focus: Build Upon the African American Cultural Legacy
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Recap

Introduction and Housing - October

Community Resilience -November

Cultural Heritage and Historic Preservation-
December

Public Health and Safety – January 2022

Community Action Team Meeting Topics
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Cardiovascular
Disease

Homicide

Fetal Mortality 
Rate

COVID-19 
Death Rate

Average Age 
of Death

Existing Conditions: How are We Doing?
Outcomes are our health, well-being, and resilience

Root Causes whether Stressors 

or Change Agents can be chronic, 
or sudden…and happen at 
different levels.

Individual 
cooperation and inclusion 
in fundamental resources

Communal 
connectedness 
to infrastructure and
living environment

Structural 
capacity within 
policies and systems

Framework adapted from: Conceptual Framework for Centering Health Equity in the Built
Environment; Ishizaki E., Worden K., et al 2021 and BARHII Conceptual Framework, 2020.
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Racism is a public health crisis.

Outcomes are consistently different based on 
dimensions of identity: race/ethnicity, gender, 
language, immigration status, age, and ability.
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How are We Doing as a City?
Outcomes

Root Causes

Cardiovascular
Disease

Homicide

Fetal Mortality 
Rate

COVID-19 
Death Rate

Average Age 
of Death

16% Black men do not have a 
high school diploma or GED

Black women 5x more likely to live in 
poverty than White men

Occupational segregation: jobs that pay less than 
$30k per year are disproportionately filled 
by Pittsburgh's Black population

Young Black men 42x more 
likely than young White men 
and 11x than AMLON men to 
die from Homicide

Black Women 2x 
Fetal Mortality rate 
of White Women

Black residents 1.5x more likely 
than White and 6.5x more likely 
than AMLON neighbors to die of 
heart diseaseBlack Men = 63.6, 

nearly 7 years < White Men
Black Women = 69.9, more 

than 8 years < White Women

Source: Pi ttsburgh’s Inequality Across Gender and Race
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What's in your Original Plan (Initiatives)
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Build capacity

• Quality Education Initiative

• Hill district Arts Plan

• Neighborhood Safety*

• Hill History Center**

• Hill District 
Homeowner/Tenant Support

Increase connectedness

• Neighborhood Safety*

• Housing Innovation Zone

• Hill Dsitrict Workforce 
Development

• Hill District Business Incubator

• Play Spaces

• Ride To Work 

• StreetScape improvement

• Comprehensive Parking

• Strategy

• Complete Streets Piolt

Foster cooperation

• Neighborhood Safety*



Foundations of  a Resilient Community

• People

• Systems Thinking

• Adaptable

• Transformable

• Livable

• Co-powerment
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Tonight's Discussion: 
Cultural Legacy & 
Historic Preservation

©M ithun

Overview for Tonight
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What’s in your Original Plan (Cultural Legacy Initiatives)



©M ithun

What’s in your Original Plan (Historic Preservation detail)



Cultural Legacy

©M ithun

Overview for Tonight



Cultural Legacy Assessment 

DECEMBER 13, 2021

Greater Hill District Master Plan



 2 STUDIO ZEWDE  –  GREATER HILL DISTRICT CULTURAL LEGACY ASSESSMENT  –  DECEMBER 13, 2021

Small Group Meeting Notes 8/20/21
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Theme 1: “Small Moments” & “Little Stories” 



 4 STUDIO ZEWDE  –  GREATER HILL DISTRICT CULTURAL LEGACY ASSESSMENT  –  DECEMBER 13, 2021

Theme 2: “Connected but Protected”
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Theme 3: Activate Cultural Legacy into the Future
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Theme 3: Activate Current and Future Cultural Legacy

Theme 2: “Connected but Protected”

Theme 1: “Small Moments” & “Little Stories” 

Cultural Legacy Framework:

The Hill District Cultural Legacy Loop
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The Hill District Cultural Legacy Loop
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Historic Businesses + Community Centers
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NAACP Offices

Big Tom’s Barber Shop

Centre-Heldman Plaza

Irene Kaufmann Center

Pittsburgh Courier Plant

Roosevelt Theatre

Jay Drug Store

Fireman’s Dept. Store

Bella’s Market 

Letsche Elementary 

Gordon’s Shoes 

Johnson Studio 

Lee’s Florist

Nesbit’s Pie Shop & Restaurant 

Bayless Chop House

Dwelling House Savings & Loan Assoc. 

Goode’s Pharmacy 

Hendrickson, Tailor 

Pernell’s Printing Shop

Owl Cab Company 

Ruffles Bar Restaurant 

Speck’s Market

Rexall Drug Store

Bell Shop Neighborhood Store

Gulf Station 

Hord Letter Press

Castle Bar

Village Grocery & Fruit Store

Chicken Shack

Peter Pan Shop

Bud’s Variety Store

Herron Super Market

WHOD Radio Station/ Dee’s Studios

Birdie’s Guest House

Elmore Hotel

Palace Hotel

McEvoy Jewelry Store

Crystal Barbershop

Lasalle’s Salon 
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LEGEND, CONT. 

Connelley Tech Institute

August Wilson House

“Crossroads of the World”

Crawford Grill

The Ellis Hotel

New Grenada Theater + Pythian Temple

Central Park

Madam CJ Walker’s House 

Greenlee Field

Greenlee Field

Carnegie Library Hill District Branch

McKelvy School and Ballfield 

Halfway Art Gallery

Thelma Lovette YMCA

Elk’s Lodge

Flamingo Hotel

Robert E Williams Memorial Park
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Religious Institutions 

Grace Presbyterian 

Macedonia Church of Pittsburgh

First Church of God

St. Luke Baptist Church

38 Miller Street

AME Zion Church Center

John Wesley AME Zion 

Epiphany Catholic Church

Hillcrest Seventh Day Adventist

Church of the Living God

First Muslim Mosque of Pittsburgh

17

Central Baptist Church
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St Benedict the Moor Catholic Church

Ebenezer Baptist Church

Olivet Baptist Church

Cavalry Baptist Church

Trinity AME Church

The Church of the Living God
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Jazz Institutions + Landmarks
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History Loop 
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Historic Businesses, Institutions, 

and Community Centers

Crossroads

History Loop

At the Crossroads: A Cultural Legacy Loop
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Two-mile Cultural Legacy Loop
Connecting Ten Historic Crossroads
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 Reinforcing Strategies: Protected but Connected

Greater Hill District 
Cultural Legacy 
Framework

Hill District Master 
Plan 

Hill District Green 
Print

2021

2011

2009
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The Crossroads
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“Crossroads of the World”: Fullerton x Wylie Avenue

The label “crossroads of the world” speaks to the perseverance of the neighborhood’s ever growing African American population to shape a strong community within a segregated society. 
The lower Hill—particularly the intersection of Wylie and Fullerton—represented for the majority of white society a place of poverty, vice, violence, and crime. For this area to be em-
braced publicly by black print and radio media as a symbol of the neighborhood’s identity demonstrates the ability of the Hill’s African American community to construct understand-
ings of black lives, social spaces, and places that reflected the black cultural autonomy from white society.

  - Th e Crossroads of the World”:
A Social and Cultural History of Jazz in Pittsburgh’s Hill District, 1920-1970
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At the Crossroads: A History Loop 

Devilliers Crossroads

Elmore Crossroads

Center of Faith + Activism

Jazz Hub of the Hill

Kirkpatrick Crossroads

Infrastructure + Transit

Chauncey Crossroads

Athletic Legacy 

Herron Crossroads

Institutional Legacy
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Kirkpatrick Street Crossroads: Hill District Infrastructure and Independence 

1

2

1

Jackie Robinson sitting in an Owl Cab during a visit 
to the Hill District. Owl Cab drivers. 

The Perry Hotel

The Elk Lodge parade down Wylie Avenue 
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Chauncey Street Crossroads: Family Establishments and Athletic Legacies

Hill Residents visited Central Park to watch Negro League 
games. 

Greenlee Field became the central athletic field and playground 
of the Hill District’s Gray’s. 

Gus Greenlee owned and operated the largest 
numbers game on the Hill; his business fueled 
much of the local economy. 

George Nesbit (left) owned Nesbit’s Pie Shop, which became the Hill District’s premium, high-end 
restaurant. 
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Develliers Street Crossroads: Jazz Center of the Hill 

The Pythian Temple was designed by architect Louis Bellinger; the social club 
also housed the Savoy Ballroom, where jazz greats played for decades. 

Centre and Develliers: The National Guard enters the Hill District during the 
protests following Dr. King’s assassination. The Savoy Ballroom

The New Granada Theatre became the jazz mecca of the Hill District. 

Sell Hall was Pittsburgh’s first Black club promoter; he was 
responsible for bringing Duke Ellington and other greats to 
the Hill District establishments. 

Architect Louis Bellinger designed the Pythian Temple and New Granada 
Theatre, among other Hill District institutions. He was one of the 
nation’s first registered Black architects.  
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Elmore Street Crossroads: A History of Faith and Activism 

1

1

Stokley Carmichael (Kwame Ture) speaking at the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. 

Funeral for Thomas Jefferson King, eighth pastor of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. The 88 Bar was a popular club and jazz venue. Adam Clayton Powell Jr. at the Ellis Hotel

Johnson Studio was the Hill District’s portrait studio, 
owned by the Johnson family (left). Mr. Johnson founded Johnson Studios. 
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Centre x Herron: Institutional History 

The WHOD Radio Station where Mary Dee conducted her 
broadcasts. 

Mary Dee in the studio. 

Lavelle Real Estate offices. Robert Lavelle. 

Lavelle Real Estate business. 
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At the Crossroads: A History Loop 

Devilliers Crossroads

Elmore Crossroads

Center of Faith + Activism

Jazz Hub of the Hill

Kirkpatrick Crossroads

Infrastructure + Transit

Chauncey Crossroads

Athletic Legacy 

Herron Crossroads

Institutional Legacy
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Design Strategy for Loop and Crossroads
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Historic Businesses, Institutions, 
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At the Crossroads: A Cultural Legacy Loop
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Two-mile Cultural Legacy Loop
Connecting Ten Historic Crossroads
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At the Crossroads: History of Streetscape as the Stage 



 27 STUDIO ZEWDE  –  GREATER HILL DISTRICT CULTURAL LEGACY ASSESSMENT  –  DECEMBER 13, 2021

vertical plane: storefront

horizontal plane: the streetscape

At the Crossroads: History of Streetscape as the Stage 
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The floor shows where there was a meat locker at one time. The history of that room is everywhere. It never got cleaned 
up, with layers of stuff on layers of stuff on layers of stuff. I just keep adding layers of details aged to different eras, using 

different markers and different kinds of scotch tape to show how long it had been there. 
The only new thing is the calendar, whose page would be the current month.”

“In my mind, the set is rather abstract -- a sort of living collage.” 

 

- David Gallo, set designer for August Wilson’s original productions of the Pittsburgh Cycle

At the Crossroads: Streetscape as Set Design
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Existing Paving Typologies
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collage paving & inscriptions
 trees
furnishings
focused economic development

stay
}

The Crossroads
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Kirkpatrick Street Crossroads

15

26

40

31

23
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Kirkpatrick Street Crossroads: Hill District Infrastructure and Independence 

1

2

1

Jackie Robinson sitting in an Owl Cab during a visit 
to the Hill District. Owl Cab drivers. 

The Perry Hotel

The Elk Lodge parade down Wylie Avenue 
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     Kirkpatrick Street Crossroads: Existing Land Uses  
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Existing and Potential First Floor Retail

Parking Lot

LEGEND
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CHURCH 

CENTRE AVENUE

     Kirkpatrick Street Crossroads: Idealized Crossroads

LEGEND
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Existing Condition
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 Proposed Facade Activation
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 Proposed Paving Strategy 

Collage of Hill District Pavers
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 Proposed Street Planting Along Wylie and Centre
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 Proposed Crossroads Strategy: Collage Paving Pattern, Inscriptions, and Place Based Economic Development
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Street as Stage
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 Proposed Crossroads Strategy
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The Loop

inscriptions
trees
green space
art

walk
navigate
orient

}
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The Loop
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LEGEND

Street Trees

Hill District Existing Street Trees
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LEGEND

Street Trees

Proposed Street Planting Along Centre Avenue
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URA-Owned Vacant Properties

LEGEND

 URA-Owned Vacancy

Crossroads 

Loop

Crossroad Zones
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Existing Loop Section
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Proposed Loop Section: Inscriptions, Trees, and Green Space



 52 STUDIO ZEWDE  –  GREATER HILL DISTRICT CULTURAL LEGACY ASSESSMENT  –  DECEMBER 13, 2021

13

15

16

15

8

9

10

12

7

6

5

18

19

4

3

2
20

32

14

1

26

48

5857
56

55

54

53

52

46
45

44
43

41
49

50

40

39

38

37

36

35

34

33
31

29

30

26

27

25

24

22

23

42

47
51

11

8

4

10

5
6

13

11

14

3

1

12

15

2

7

17

17

18

16

1

6

2

7

3

8
4

9

5

10

11
12

13
14

15

16

17
18

19

20
21

22
23

24
25

26
27

LEGEND

Historic Businesses, Institutions, 

and Community Centers

Crossroads

History Loop

At the Crossroads: A Cultural Legacy Loop
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Two-mile Cultural Legacy Loop
Connecting Ten Historic Crossroads
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brainstorming

temporary activations
a BID
a Land Trust
ordinance overlays
percent discounts on art and culture produced in area of the loop 
a facade renew program  
a revolving loan fund
a “Main Streets” program or organization
an annual parade



Discussion
Q&A

Ideas for changes or possible new actions for 

Cultural Legacy and Historic Preservation?
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Historic Preservation
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Neighborhood Fabric 

Housing Types: Single 
Family
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Neighborhood Fabric 

Housing Types: 
Rowhouses/ Attached 
Single Family
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Neighborhood Fabric 

Housing Types: 

Duplex-Fourplex
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Neighborhood Fabric 

Housing Types: 

Apartments
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Neighborhood Fabric 

Building Types: 

Commercial & Mixed Use
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2011 Original Plan Historical Assets mapping

erini
Text Box
Daisy Lamkin HouseCrawford GrillAll places from SZ's crossroadsWylie x Fullerton??PHLFFrankie Bolton markerWhere courier's office used to beGreenleaf Hill---"Cultural Preservation" - national trust initiativeinstead of "Historic Preservation"
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Ideas for changes or possible new actions for 

Cultural Legacy and Historic Preservation?
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